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are generally dying of hunger the next day. They
went a distance of three leagues from there to get a
Moose they had killed, to give the meat of it to the Fa-
ther, with a thousand excuses, saying, in short, that
perhaps we might not find it good. They pressed
the Father to remain with them a few days, saying
that they had seen wood which had been gnawed, an
infallible sign that they would find more Elk.

When the Father wished to depart, they made
three sledges which they loaded with meat; one for
him, another for our man Pierre, who was there, and
the third [go] for a Frenchman who accompanied the
Father. They had moved scarcely two hundred
steps, after their farewells, when the Father sudden-
ly stopped short; he could see nothing and could
hear nothing. The smoke of the cabin, the snow out-
side, the lack of nourishment, for he had eaten only
a very little of that half-cooked meat, and the diffi-
culties of the way had weakened him so that he was
compelled to return whence he came. He had car-
ried with him a little bread and a few peas; but the
Savages had taken possession of them at once, so
fond are they of them, telling him that he could eat
as much as he wanted of these things on his return
to our house. The good Savage La Nasse, seeing
the Father’s weakness, asked him if he wished to re-
main. ‘‘No,” said he, ‘ but I cannot drag this load
which you have given me.” ‘‘Very well,” answered
the Savage, ‘‘ I will drag it for thee, and I will take
[o1] this great sealskin to wrap thee up in, and
draw thee to thy house. If thou art sick, take courage,
I will not abandon thee.” They returned to the house
as best they could, our Pierre running before them
to bring the news. We hurriedly sent a boy with a



